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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Centyal Intelligence

SUBJECT ¢ Background of Unclassified Reports Published
by ORR

1. This mmorandus ds-for yowr dnforastion,  (\ pp- & z)

2. Sines January 1900, ORR has been distributing unclassified
research reports to certain universities and to selected iIndividual
scholars., In all, 43 such repm{a have boen so distributed,
(Ses Attactment A.) Tho present list of recipients inclules 73
university libraries (Attachment B) and 245 individﬁals {Attachment ),
Most of the reports deal with individual economlo resources or

- industries in the USSR; the others concern Commmist China and the

Eastern European Communist countries,

3. Omr's diftribution of unclassifliod reports was authorized
by the ICI in late)‘l%?. This action was in furtherance of the
recommendation of a Semior Advisory Panel of ORR consul‘banfos, made
up of leading scholars in the scademic community, that the Agency
should make the results of its unclassified economic rescarch
available to the academic canmity. The Panel felt strongly thet
such & move would be of great benefit both to the Agency ard to

outside scholars,
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4. The Agency has benefiled greatly from thie limited publie
distribution of wnclessified research reports. The response of the
acadenic commumity has been wnifornly favorable and no pa-cblé:g
ha.ve& ax:isia{z. The Agency has acguired & ropubtation as & producer
;f acholerly rescarch on foreign economies, and its relaticnships
with the acedemic cormanity have been greatly improved. As a result,
the Agency's effort to recruit qualified eccnomists has been greatly
facilitated., In addition, prospective sppilcants can see actual
regearch producta of the Agencye héb b so\

5. The preparation of these unclassified reports . de e normal
port of ORR's research program, and the toples are sclected to
serve the neads of intelligencs., The only additional costs to the
Ageney are those of printing and distributing an extra 500 coples
of reports thet would be printed snyway.

6, ORts unclassifisd reports carry a notation on the front
covery "not to be reproduced in whole or in pert without the pere
niegion of the Centrel Intelligence Agency.” Although this caveat

_ “THuS TAR,
s not legally binding, 4t hes proved effective in controlling to

N
sone extent the use that is mede of the reporta. Scholars ree
celving these reperts seem to consider theuselves privileged re-

clptents and, to the best of our lmovledge, have luvarlebly abided
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by the cavest. The reports ¢arry an sdditional notation on the
inside of the front cover that the report has been "loaned" to the
recipdent. This langusge, usod since July 1962, was worked cut by
‘agreement between CIA and the U.S. Superintendent of Documents to
avold heving these reports fall in the category of documents for
#public" distribution, vhich would require dissemination by the
Government Printing Office to all requesters, ORR-weukd-profen-to -
continue-this arrangementy- whieh-permite-contradTed distribubton 4o
a-aslectad group of reciplette TFoH WITEN W rsssive a guid pro-guo,

Re J« SMITH
Deputy Director for Intellipence

Attachmanta:
A+ Economit Arvea Unclassificd Studies
B. Reclpients of ORA Unclassified Reporta
Gs Library Distribution of ORR Unclassified Reports

OCh/E /AR (20 Oct 66)
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7. In recent months, the Méﬁ.gfﬁf%l has received a
b/

number of Congressional inquiries requesting permission for the
publication of various unclassified Agency documents or monographs.
In several instances, the documents involved have been ORR publications,
a"‘f«[WZf’}dﬁf
It is the opinion of the Legistative Counsel that once these documents are
published they are in the public domain and may be reprinted by anyone,
G.C. G A .C

despite the caveats previously mentioned. ¥ recommend# that the use
of the present caveats be discontinued since they could become a
springboard for a congressional group, such as the Moss Subcommittee,
to level a criticism at the Agency on the ground of an unwarranted attempt
to control the dissemination of unclassified information.

8. With your approval, we shall continue to publish unclassified
research reports, without the caveats presently used, and with the

understanding that, once published, these reports could be reprinted

in some congressional or other media.
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